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this bill a s we have been changing this bill to anticipate, as
we did with the first amendment to this bill, to anticipate the
payment of further General Funds into these various ki nds of
p rograms wi t ho u t p u t t i n g i n t o t h em a t t h e same t i me t h e
reconc i l i ng a n d ve r y f a i r ad d i t i on o f a ce r t a i n mi n i ma l l e v e l o f
f ees t o a l so co n t r i b u t e t o t h e f un d i ng o f t h e p r og r a m. T ha t ' s
what this am endment d oes ~ nd I woul d ask for your support.
T hank y o u .

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Thank you, Senator Beutler.
r ecogn i z e S e n a t o r Sc h r o c k .

SENATOR SCHROCK: M r . Li eutenant Governor, m embers o f the
L egi s l a t u r e , Se n a t o r Be u t l e r i s a t t emp t i ng t o ame n d L B 6 6 3 , a
b i l l I ca r r i e d o n b e h a l f o f Dep a r t m e n t o f Env i r o n m e n t a l Qu a l i t y ,
into LB 619. T his is neither the appropriate time or the place
t o d o t h i s . An d Se n a t o r Be u t l e r wa n t s t o t a l k ab o u t wh a t ' s
fair. We ll, let me tell you about fairness in the state of
Nebraska when it comes to agriculture. Sena tor Be utler, l a st
time I che cked, as it affects agriculture, we have the highest
property taxes of any state in the Midwest. We are one of the
only states t hat assesses a tax on personal property. We are
trying to be a livestock friendly state. We had a hearing. We
h ad g o od i np u t f r om t h e l i v e s t o ck co mmun i t y a n d t he y s a i d l e t ' s
have an interim study hearing and talk about the i ssue . Now ,
I ' m sorry, you release my property tax burden and we' ll fully
fund this with fees, but we have t o com pete w ith the sta tes
around us , a nd we ' re a high tax stat e whe n it come s to
agriculture. The University of Nebraska wants t o cut our ag
r esear ch . Ka n sa s , f or h e av e n s ak e s , sp e n d s m o r e m o ne y o n ag
research than the state of Nebraska does, and they only h ave a
third of the irrigated acres we have. We are trying to become a
livestock friendly state and this would turn that ship around in
the other di rection. Pleas e let us have an interim study on
this issue and study it. I 'm . . . I ' d b e g l ad t o su p p o r t y o u r
proposal, but do something about property taxes fcr farmers. Do
something about pr operty t axes f or those who invest in the
l ivestock facilities. Personal property taxes, we' re the on ly
state in the area that has personal property taxes. If you want
to apply th e rev enue from personal property taxes for fees on
livestock waste facilities, fine, but I s trenuously o b ject to
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